
WAC 458-61A-205  Governmental transfers.  (1) Introduction. 
Transfers of real property from a governmental entity are not subject 
to the real estate excise tax. Transfers of real property to a govern-
mental entity are subject to real estate excise tax unless specifical-
ly exempted under this chapter. A completed real estate excise tax af-
fidavit is required for transfers both to and from a governmental en-
tity. In claiming the exemption, the affidavit must state as a reason 
for the exemption which constitutional provision or authorizing stat-
ute provides that the transferor is a governmental entity.

(2) Government seller. A governmental entity selling real proper-
ty is exempt from the real estate excise tax.

(3) Government purchaser. Generally, a seller that is not a gov-
ernmental entity must pay real estate excise tax on voluntary sales of 
real property to a governmental entity unless the transfer is other-
wise exempt under this chapter. See WAC 458-61A-206 regarding trans-
fers pursuant to condemnation proceedings or under threat of the exer-
cise of eminent domain.

(4) Transfers for a public purpose. Transfers to a governmental 
entity for a public use in connection with the development of real 
property by a developer when the transfer is required for plat appro-
val are not subject to the real estate excise tax. For example, a de-
veloper who deeds property to the city for streets and utilities is 
not subject to real estate excise tax on the transfer.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 82.45.150, 82.32.300, and 82.01.060. WSR 
14-06-060, § 458-61A-205, filed 2/28/14, effective 3/31/14. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 82.32.300, 82.01.060(2), and 82.45.150. WSR 05-23-093, 
§ 458-61A-205, filed 11/16/05, effective 12/17/05.]
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